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John Phillip Keane M.S., P.P.S., CWA
Coordinator II / Foster Youth Services
Los Angeles County Office of Education (LACOE)

Foster Youth Services is a grant-funded project created from Senate Bill 933 in 1998. FYS is
designed to support the academic needs of foster youth residing in group homes (licensed
children’s institutions) and in foster care, those with foster family agencies (FFA’s), and those
residing in court-specified homes. FYS provides tutoring, case management, mentoring,
appropriate instruction, and other support services to support and promote academic
achievement.

2011 — 2013 Countywide Coordinator Foster Youth Services LACOE FYS
2010 - 2011 Coordinator I / LACOE FYS

2008 — 2009 Juvenile Hall Administrator / Merced County Office of Education
2007 — 2008 Foster Youth Counselor / LACOE FYS

2004 — 2007

Student Intervention Specialist / Los Angeles Unified School District

Early Behavior Intervention Counselor (LAUSD)

1999 — 2004 Classroom Instruction / Compton Unified School District

Observations and Concerns:

1) Department of Children and Family Services Form 1399 (attached)
2) Access to Records Student Records (Confidentiality) AB 643

3) DCFS CSW Site Visits to Schools / Policy and Procedure

4) DCFS CSW Knowledge on School Procedures and Policy (Training)

Effects / Outcomes:

e Effective and open line of communication between Los Angeles County Schools
and DCFS

e Awareness of who are the identified Foster Youth enrolling in schools and how
schools can better serve the Foster Youth population

e Establish a collaborative relationship between schools and DCFS / accessing
records and school visits

e Establish a better understanding of school policy, procedures and guidelines that
educators must adhere to and how they relate to DCFS and CSW’s.



Specific Examples:

District Liaisons requesting DCFS 1399 and receiving the form incomplete / prepared by
the group home and not the CSW.

District Liaisons unsure of the status of a newly enrolled foster youth with special
education needs or regular educational needs.

DCFS CSW requesting records and access to youth records with no identification or
authorization.

3 -5 Strong Recommendations:

BIO

Resume / enforce standard practice and policy of CSW completing the DCFS Form 1399
and ensuring the receiving school has a completed copy. Adhere to seven day notice...
Commission to instruct the creation of a standard form identifying the youth as either a
foster or probation youth. This one page standard form outlines the access and
authorization required by current and relevant law (AB 643). Instructs and provides a
simple / standard release of records for identified foster or probation youth. (Sample
attached)

DCFS to revisit standard practice and policy for visiting school sites (countywide
procedure).

LACOE provides workshops and trainings for DCFS personnel on local educational
agencies. (refer to training manuals and topics)

John Phillip Keane M.S., P.P.S., CWA
Coordinator Il / Foster Youth Services
Los Angeles County Office of Education

John Phillip Keane, Coordinator Il, from LACOE’s Child Welfare and Attendance (CWA) Unit brings with
him the expertise and experience gained from having served as a classroom teacher, counselor, site and
district administrator, and county level administration (Foster Youth Service). He has presented at local
and state conferences sponsored through LACOE.

The CWA Unit in the Division of Student Support Services for the Los Angeles County Office of Education
(LACOE) provides support to districts, students, parents and community members as it relates to the
California Education Code and other laws affecting student services and school administration. Support
is provided in the form of workshops, mediation, technical support and publications. Areas of focus
include, but are not limited to, student discipline support, pupil records, custody of minors, homeless
education, foster youth services, compulsory attendance, and truancy reduction. The CWA Unit also
processes and hears expulsion and interdistrict transfer appeals filed by parents.

keane_john@lacoe.edu



. COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT L ormanses== =

) NOT_IFICATION TO SCHOOL OF PUPIL’S FOSTER CARE STATUS

- NOTIFICATION TO LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY (LEA) OF PUPIL’S .

PLACEMENT IN A GROUP HOME OR RESIDENTIAL FACILITY

i REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF PUPIL AND APPROPRIATE RECORDS FROM THE
gEHOOL-OF-ORIGIN TO THE NEW SCHOOL PURSUANT TO EDUCATION CODE
9069.5 '

] NOTIFICAT_ION'TO LOCAL'EDUCATIONAL AGENCY (LEA) OF A SPECIAL
EDUCATION PUPIL'S PLACEMENT IN YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT :

DATE: _ .

COURT NUMBER: __f
CHILD'S NAME: ‘
Date of Birth:
1ast, First, _ WL '

Date of Current Placement:

NEW SCHOOL:

School District _

Address: Telephone:

City State 7i.

FAX: _

scuoon_.o#.oﬁlem:

: School District
Address: Telephone:

FAX

. Cty ~ swle Zp Grade Level:
Name of Caregiver or Facility Contact Person: Person with'Educational Rights: T parernt |1 otrer

Address: _ | Address: ‘ .
’ . -
Ciiy State Zip City State Zlp
Telephone: Telephone: -
Does Child Have an IEP on File? 1 YES 1 NO 1 UNK If Yes, Date Completed:

Does Child Have Special Educational Needs? 1 YES 1 NO 1 UNK. (If Yes, Explain Below:)

1s Child Involved with Regional Center? 1 YES. 1 NO 1 unNk (K Yes, Explain Below:)

Does Child Have Special Health Care Needs? [ YES [1 NO 1 UNK (if Yes, Explain Below?)

DEPARTNIENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES CONTACT INFORNIATION:
‘ CSW: Telephone/Ext: 7 7
Te\ephone_lExt.: :

SCSW:

csW's Office Address:

Instructions for use and distribution aré on Side 2 of this form

CONFIDENTIAL CASE RECORD, PURSUANT TO WIC § 827 AND ORDER OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY JUVENILE COURT s
e

mmn Bsvtend 08!03)



_:coumY OF LOS ANGELES s -
usg AND Dl_STRIBUTlON:
when the Child will Remain in the School-of-Ori in:

. Whenthe chiid will remain in the school-of-origin, check the box for: «Notification To school Of Pupil's
Foster Care Status”. Utilize the DCES school FAX Gover sheet and send one copy of the completed

DCFS School PAR =

DCFS 1399 10 the school—of—origin.

When the Child will Transferto 2 New School:

. When the child will transfer to a new school, check poth the: “N otification To gchoot Of pupil's Foster

Care Status” and «Request For Transfer Of Pupil And Appropriate Records From The school-Of-

Origin To The New School’ poxes. Utilize the DCES Sehoot FAX Covel Sheet and send one copy of
the completed DCES 1390 to the school—of-origin and 2 second copy to the new school.

When the Child _ :
When the child is being placed i e m ‘ “dential facility, check the: sNotification TO LEA Of
Pupil's placement In A Group Home Oor Residential Facility and whichever of the other two boxes is

: AX Ca neet and ser

appropriate.' Utilize the DCES School F. Cover_Sheet send one copy of the completed DCFS 1399

" to the school-of-ongin and a second copy 1 the LEA for the child's new residence.

NOTE: The LEAis the only agency authorized fo determine the appropriate academic placement ofa
child and therefore the LEAisio be ;mmediatety notified of the child's placement in a group
home Of residential-facility. Children may not be piaced ina Non-Public School (NPS) without

an IEP spet:iﬁcaliy ctating that a NPSis required (unless the holder of the child's educational

decigion making rights requests @ NPS). A group home OF residential facility may not make

attendance at their NPS @ requirement for ptacement.

When a Sp cial Education Child is laced into & school District 10 day notice re uired, if
« Whena Spécial'Educa'tiOn child is being newly placed into a School District, check the box for:

«Notification 0 Local Educational Agency (LEA) of 2 special Education Pupil's Placement in

your School District,” and any other applicable boxes. Utilize the DCES School FAX Cover Shest
and one copy of the c0 | edDCFS1399totheschool-0f_ 'gin,asecondcopytoﬂ'\enew
school and 8 shird copy to the LEAforthe child's residence. rrent 1EP should be atia
to the copies going to the new school and LEA Note onthe 1390 if the IEP I not available (se€

hool inf 6 )
Original: :

. Givethe original DCFS 1399 o the Caregiver to use as documentation of the child's foster care status
and to enroll the child in a new schoot in the event the child is gransferringto 2 new-school.

Additional COPY. .
. Mail one copy fo the person(s) with educational decision making rights for the child (see FY1 04-31, Who
Has Educational Decision Making Rights for a Child). '

SCHOOL INFORMA-TION:

Educational LEA contact information:

ol personnel and Local

Listings of contact information for schools and LEA may pe found in LA Kids under Websites,

Education supports for Youth. Ciick on Educa jonal Directories then Public School Directories. The

_needed fax number can pe found under the title of the involved School District. Address the faxto
the: Attention to the gpecial Education Director.

Eor clarification please refer 10 Pfocedurél Guide 0700-500.10 Youth Development: Education. 1 you need
- further assistance please contact the Education gection at 21 3.351-5776 0F County Counsel. :

File the FAX confirmation sheets and @ copy of the DCES 1399 inthe DCFS Case File (purpie
MedicalIDentaUPsychologica\lEducation folder).

nCFS 1399 (Revised 08/08) Side’
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CQNCURRENCE IN SENATE AMENDMENTS
AB 643 (Stone) -
As Amended June 19, 2013
Majority vofe -
ASSEMBLY: 75-0 (May 13, 2013) SENATE: 3940 (June 24, 2013)

Original Committee Reference: ED.

SUMMARY: Amends California law to align the exceptions created to the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) by the federal Uninterrupted Scholars Act of 2013. The

language in this bill is substantiaily similar, and in most instances identical, to the language of
the Uninterrupted Scholars Act of 2013. Specifically, this bilk: '

1) Createsan exception to the general rule that a school district shall not permit access to pupil
records without written parental consent of under judicial order by permitting the selease of
pupil records to an agency caseworker or other representative of a state of local child welfare

agency, of tribal organization, that has legal responsibility, in accordance with staie law, for -
the care and protection of the pupil.

7) Specifies that records, and the ly identifiable information within, disclosed to a state

or local child welfare agency, or tribal organization, that has legat responsibility for the care -
‘and protection of the pupil may be disclosed by that agency or organization to ant individual
or entity who is engaged in addressing the pupil's educational needs and is authorized by that

agency of organization to receive the disclosure.

The Senate amendrments clarify that pupil records, of the information contained therein, released
by an agency of organization to an individual or entity engaged in addressing the pupil's
educational needs may only be released if that individual or entity is authorized by the agency of
organization to receive such a disclosure and is directly related to the assistance provided by that
individual or entity. The Senate amendments also make technical clarifying changes to these
provisions. .

FISCAL EFFECT: None. This bill is keyed non-fiscal by the Legislative Counsel.

COMMENTS: According to advocates for foster youth, the Uninterrupted Scholars Act of 2013,
and in turn this bill will help o close the academic achievement 2ap between children in foster
inappropriate COUISS placement and lost credits upon changing schools. Specifically, it will
allow caseworkers, OF other representative of a state or local child welfare agency, Of tribal
 organization to BCCESS transctipts and repoit cards for foster youth while maintaining important
privacy profections. . _
According to the author, FERPA unintentionally created a harmful barrier that prevented child

© - welfare caseworkers Of other representatives of a state OF focal child welfare agency, of tribal
organization with legal responsibility for foster chifldren from being able 10 quickly access the
school records necessary to help meet the educafional needs of students in foster care. This led
to significant delays that contributed to inappropriate COurse placements, enroliment delays, lost
credits, delayed graduation, and drop-outs. In fact, foster youth sometimes had to repeat
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AB 643

5

Page 2

coursework they had already taken because child welfare agencies had incogrect or limited -
educationial information. These youth also missed school for extended periods of time while
waiting for school wecords to transfer when placed with a new caregiver. This was remedied in
fodesal law by the enactment of the Uninterrupted-Scholars-Act. Similasty, this bill seeks to

remedy the deficiencies in state 18w by allowing child welfare agencies OF ofher representatives

of a state or local child welfare agency, O ribal organization acoess 10 she educationrecords of
children within theircare while also preserving {he educational privacy rights grated to students
unﬁar'curxent,'fedﬂtal, state, and {ribal law. Asa result, the more than 56,000 foster youth in
California will now have additional tools for iheir advocates fo ensure they are immediately

enrolled into school ond have access to the snterventions they ™2y need to succeed academically.

Anglysis Prepared by: Jnmioefﬁn.i(s\la)slg-zos?

FN: 0001256



To: Superintendents, Member School Districts (K-12), County of Sonoma
From: Car1 D. Corbin, Associate General Counsel CXC

Subject: Access to Foster ‘Youth Educationsl and Juvenile Court Records
emo No. 08:2013 |

This legal update i being provided to ‘ : sty t
provide information regarding their responsibility for foster youth educational and juvenile gourt

intained byasc.h001) uponﬂierequest ofa ghild‘:s socml worker, ptﬂbﬂtltmoﬁﬂefa

2. The '1Mds-'mﬁedmpmagaph1,mshﬂgbem1easedwiwm o
> m%ofpa;mﬁcmmt'memﬁﬁmdmwmﬂmhmwﬂs.smnpmm
school With‘ve:iﬁcaﬁmma_tﬁmchﬂd is a juvenile court dependent oF ward and of the

petson’sahploymentorassignmeminthccase. ,

gl - mserv-:wsnfcﬂmﬂ
8 Tek: 707.524‘-2690_1’“'!'.797' 0517



information to assist inthe developmentandunplementanon of a child’s case
plan’TheDepamnwtsmAfurtherdirecwdto provide such logical or
information, viewing purposes only,toassistihthedevehpmeﬁtofasmdent’s

individuslized Education Progran] e school plagement, 0 aschool
psychol  The school psychologist shiall not retain copies of the documents and they
shall n;:dbeplaeqd in the smdent’s educational records but shall he,prompﬂymmmed or

,_ ;.mmdpmsuwmthiss;andingordershan:emainconﬁdeﬁﬁal and shall not
be duplicated oF. disclosed to third parties. This information regarding a child’s juvenile

court involvesment shall be kept sirictly confidential.

Therefore, based on this Order, a foster youtl2’s social wotker, probation officer, CASA or

aﬁomeymay.dhedlquuestﬁomaschmldisuictwimcutpwmlmnsmﬂmmds

regarding 8 student if the individual :equeshnsﬂae:eeords canpmvxdev,mimvmﬁcatxonﬂm

the student is a foster youth and the individual has beent assigned 0 the foster youth's case.

In addition, school psychologists are allowed, and our office encouUrages the practice, 10 obtain &

copy of the ooul‘tdocumm:forﬁoster youthrelatmgtopsychf’lt}gml evaluations and othet
ssessim 'forthepﬁ:po%Sofﬂm'develgpmentOf mIEP'andlorﬂxe'special'eduoaﬁon |

assessment of & foster  youth. Whileﬂle.oopiedeol’n’td t : i

and should be promptly returned or Awuoyed:(smdded), the foster youth’s TEP and/or
- choeducational 8sses: can reference educatlonalerelevant : ;

atmchﬂdisawpyofstxpﬂiorCouﬂ'forSonomaCOuntySmdingOrdef

i quesﬁonsrtegardinsﬁﬁsdt anyptherlegalmattet.

"ri;ereferenee mamans"‘mﬂae
Services.

smmmw&nmsmmamwnupﬂmmmﬂw

School & College Lepl:smﬁusnf it
Tel: 707-524-2690. Fax: 707-578-0517



SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
N AND RTHE COUNTY OF SONOMA
STANDING ORDER NO. 2604 (1)
ISSUED AUGUST 16, 2004
RELEASE AND AND SHARING OF EDUCATION RELATED RECORDS OF
JUVENILE COURT WARDS AND DEPE. NDENTS

ThisStandmgOrderlsmsendedto addrwsmeneedfmbeuercoordhatim
tetween service providers, the Sonoma County Human Service Departmen, Sonoma
County Probation Department, Sonoma County Health Departlnent (the “Departments ents”)
and schools to work mﬁmd im;;roved outcomes for children within the Junsdwtlon of the
Juvenile Court. In parucular, the Standmg Order is to tmplement the statutory goal of
removing barnetsmﬂaeeducmmsuccessoffosterchﬂdrenasrwenﬂy declaredn AB
490 (Stemhetg) Chapter 862 which became effectwe on January 1, 2004, Among the
pill’s components was to confer joint responsibility between child protection, probation,
andeducatlonal agencies t0 msm'ethetxmely transfer of stadenis and their records when. 8
schiool change 0CCUIS- To acconplish its goal.s the new law specifically authorizes the
release of foster youth educational records to the county plecing agency

Nosetheless, full implementatios of coordinated servi  ces has been impaired b
staxut_;oryandregulawry confidentiality- andpnvaprowcuonswmchmayprohibitme :
disclosure of juvenile, health (including mental health) and educational records unless

authOnzedby written consent 0T court order.



Standing Order 2004 (1)
Sharing of Juvenile Court and School Records
Page 2

and educational agencies, outwelgh the conﬁdentlahty interests reflected in California
Ci.vilCode section 56 et. seq., Welfare and nstitutions Code secnons 82‘7 828, 4514,
5328 and 10850, Education Code section 49602, 34 CFR.99.31,42 CFR. Part 2,45
C.FR. Part 160 and 164 and other pmvmons relatedto the confidentiality of school,
health and juvenile coust records. The mterests of foster youth include the need to design,
. asappromate more effect? e Individuatized Education Plans ( <JEP*) and to improve
educanonal outcomes and, therefore, g0 od cause exists for the following ordef which
shall-apply to 'any child who is a dependent or ward of the juvenile court.

IS HEREBY ORDERED that: |

1. Any pubhoornon—pubhc school that provides educational services to 8
wardordependentofﬁwjuvmﬂecom't is authorized and dxrectedtoreleasemwandall
pﬂreeo:dsofsuchammor(indudmgMnothmitedmattendmemord&lEP
mmrd&pmgtessmmmumzamnreoords,oranyoﬁm onalorhealthrecotd
maintained by a school) upon the request of a child’s social workef, probation officer,
Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) or attomey. :

2. Thep@dmcmdsmﬁedmpmagraph(l)shaﬂbereleasedyﬁthomﬂ}e
reqmrementofparennl nsent.'Ihemdlvxdualwquestmgsunhrecordsshallpmvnde&z
schoolmthvenﬂcauonthatthechﬂd:sa]uvenﬂeoo\n'tdependmtorwardandofthe

person’s employment 0F assignment in the case

3. TheDepMaremnhonzedanddnectedtoprowdetothedwgnmdfom
chﬂdeducaﬁonalhalsonofanysohDOIdlstrwt,orth desxgnee,mformanonasmme
legalstamsofasmdentwhomthesu.lbjectofa;uvmﬂ placement,eg.,wardor
child of the court. The Departments are also auth onzedtoprowdeeoples,
each other, of psychologmal evaluations, additional mtmg or other data or health

information to assist in the development and jmplementation of a child’s case
plan The Departments are er directed to provi suc_hpsyuholo cal or
ton, for viewmg D only, toass:stmthedevelopmentofasmdemt sIEP or
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‘Standing Order 2004 (1) |
aring, of Yuvenile Court and School Records
Page 3 |

retain copies of the. documents and they shall not be placed in the student‘ »g educational
records but shall be promptly retgmed o destroyed.

4, Recoids moei\‘re_d-pu_rsuantfo his standing order shall remain confidential
and shall not be duplicated_ofdisdlosedtothird parties. 'I‘hisinfomaﬁon regarding 8
child’s juvenile court involv shall be kept strictly confidential. :

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that 2 copy of this Standing Order shall be furnished by

" the Sonoma County Office of Education to all reievmt gchools and school districts within

smoma(:oumy and by County Counsel 10 the Departments.

Dated: Augost 16,2004

MarkTanSﬂ. Superior Court .
presiding Judge of the Sonoma County Juvenile
- Courts . :



student support Services,
a Division of the LOS
Angeles County Office of
Education, is committed

to supporting the physical,
moo_.m,_\mz,.cmo:mh and
mental heaith, safety, and
well-being of all students
in LoS Angeles County,
and to facilitating Jearning
and success in expanded
learning m:<_.333m=a
and in the community.
Accordingly; the Division
is pleased to provide the
many reference guides
found in this prochure for
teachers, administrators,
and to.our clients.

QEWJrﬁbiﬁﬁaﬁiaﬂ
_ J -Office of Education

Leading Bd » Suppaning Students * sening Communities

Eor an order form and information
on shipping, please yvisit our
website at’ ’

EEE._moom.onE :

...of contact " the Division of
Student  Support services With
any questions or

regarding the ordering process.

Keep this brochure handy for your
resource needs.

| os Angeles County
Office of Education
Student SU ppott Sefvices
9300 imper
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